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Dhzar Fricnds in Christ:

Titus 2:1 *Buz as for you, teach what accorcs with sounc dastrine.”

Last morth my artcle dealt with the questior, Wy do we put samuck emphasls on teaching and
reading kha Bible? This moath [ wart to focus on a question that is just as impa-tant for the Chu-ch and
that is, Why do we Lutherans make such a big deal about decirine? F rst let’s define our term, what is
dactrina? is we define it from the Blble It means teach ng. Such as St. Paul wrikes in Titus 2:1 "But as for
you, reach what accands with sounc doctrine,” Which tien m ght bring up anorher question, that beirg,
what does e Haly Spiqit, who Jec Faul ko wriks to Titus, dafing as the origin of sound reaching/doctrine?
Love ard behold we dent have to go very “ar back fram Titus and we find Paul writing te Timothy a second
tirme and he writes, Al Scripture is breathed out by God and profitaale for teachira, fo- rep-oof, far
sorrection, and for training n righteausnass, 17 that the man of God may oe competent, equipped for every
gaud wor<.” (7 Timethy 3:16-17) So the doctdine that Is so impertant for Tites Lo leach and ther by
pxrension the whale church is what we talked about last month, the Word of God. Shocker? By no means!

Fur us as Lutherans we don't have o wonder what our doctrine ‘s either as we have callected it all
in cre aoak called the Book of Cancord, This manth is signiflcant tor the Bock of Concord bacause in 1580
an the SO Anniversary of tha presentation of the Augsburg Confession, it was published, The Boof of
Concord cantains, The Augshurg Coafession, The Apolagy of the Augskurg Confazs on, The Smalcald
articles, The Power and Prirnacy of the Pupe, Small and Largs Catecalsm, The Formula of Concoard
(Cpitoma ard Selid Declaration). We, as Lutherars, balieve znd confess that these documents, although
not inspired nar infallible are vilal teackirgs of the Bibe, as Fastars and Teachers confess at bei-
inctaliations, We are asked "Du you confass the tinaltered Augsburg Confession to be 2 true sxpusition of
Haly Scriptire and a correct axhihitiun of the doctiine of the Evangelical Lotheran Chureh? And do your
confass that the Apclogy of the Augsburg Confession, the Smalt and Larga Catechismes of Martin Luther, the
Simalcald Articles, the Treatice on the Pawer and Primmacy of the Pope, and the formula of Concord—#s
these are conisimed in e Hook of Concord—are 2lsn in agrocmant with this one scripturai faith?” Which
then we reply, “Yes, I maka these Confessions iy o GEraiuse thoy are in accord with the Word of God, ™

Wittt the Blble 2s the roundation and the contants of the Book of Cancord as the teaching material
tiay have helpee us a5 members of the LCMS ta remain faithful to God’s Word aven whan it iz not popuiar
in the ChurcA at large. Accusations have been made againsl our Church that we 2re lving in the Sixteenth
Century, and we necd o get with it and become more modarn. 1f that is trus, ther we 2150 Know how they
deal with o~ dar't deal with the Blale. IF the Bikle doesn’t change thaa neither daes the doctringfteaching
of the Charch, If the Bible can be manlpulatec to make ma Feel gomd aheot myself thar the teachihg ot the
Church can ba just as easily man pulated, Remember, as Jade says in verse three, "Baloved, aithough I
was very eager o write to vou shout our common sahation, I found it nevassary to wrte appsaling (o
veu o contend for the faith that was once for all deliverad to the saints. " (lude 3 BESY) If there |15 only ane
faith that has heen given to the Charch and It 1z prociaimed to us throogh the Bikle, averything clsc that
Lhe Church helisves, teaches, and canfesscs, better continue nald ng to Lyal docttina as Paul commands by
the power of the Ho y Spirit,

This is why we call ourselves, as LCMS Lutherans, confessioral Lutherans, becsuse we halieva, teach,
ard confess that there is orly ane faith given ta the Church and now we explain that fzith fo- the things
that we tl=a wilhin our daily lives has been thewgat out and prayed about and stands with the test of
time, with God’s Word as Lhe fourdation of all that we teach young and eld and everyone in between alike.
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Ron & Karen Wirth {427, Kane Rincker
Wyall Wetherell; Keri Reel
Custin vonderhelde

Healh & Auturmn MeCormick (23}
Fatrick Merriman;

Hoger & Wanda Kessler (59)
Brian Shelton

Toem Weber; Beau Tabbert

Dean & ¥aren Rentfro {57
Gideon Dallarhide; Megan Ray,
Pat Wallare; Bryce Rincker

Carol & Troy Salazar {32

Kay Dusl

ladon Pekrl; Will Tabbet:

Henry Yonderhaide™

Emmalee Helton;

Wes & Rosenarie Manhart {7}
Daryn Merriman

Brittany Cliften

Joshua Glasscock; Jleanmifer Staodden;
Cathern Skramming;

Mason™ Helmuth

MNewa Hagan

Lari Pieoer;

Fastor & Dorcen VWhykrew (40;

- Susan Beals; Weston Booher

James* & Claire Hortenstein (7)
MNicole Clapp; August* Supan

Cavid & Debbhig* Stremming {36)
Shalyn Tabbert;

Fam & Jack Clark {373; Jaxsan Huene
Den & Kim Telgmarnn {38}

Kenna Wirth: Kimbers Cliflan

Logan Mathis, Richard Reel 11;

Dalten Storm

Luke Gilbert; Sharyl Duncan

LOCAL LINKS
Pastor Whybrew: chebreviyahoo.com

Church: stpaulsstrasburgiigma:l . com

Website: stpaul strasburg.com

YouTube: St. Paul’'s Lutheran Church Strasburg
Tllinois

Facebook: St. Paul's Lutheran Church

Articles for Newsletter & Guide
Information for the Guide needs to be in Lhe
office by &:7104M on Wednesday morning.
Articles For the Newstetter should be in the
offica by the 15th of the manth.

PALUSE FOR FPEACE
A5 your day draws to a close, spend a few
moments with God, raflecting on His lave and
care for you throughout the day. Just dial
£dd 2124 to hear His message.




JUNE SCHEDAILE

Greekters -

Jne  7- Mark & Melissa Luece
L 14- Inohime & Judy Wittenberg
Jans  21- Bok & Renda Schlechie
Junme  28- Gerry B Dawn Schlechte

JULY SCHEDOULE
Greeters-

July 5 Otto & Lisa Rincker
July 12- Daean Schulle

July 19- Patsy Lenz

July 26- Barb Ohnesorge

Organisd - Musiel Merriman

Bahy Bottle Project On Matner's Day, local
churches in our aree will be part Cpating in the
Famiy Life Ceqter's B&BY BOTILE PROIECT, The
Haby Jott e Projec is 4 funcrais rg effort the whele
faml:y can enjoy. Simp vy take a hottle provided o
woul o the warthex and fill It with change from
Mothers Day to mather's Doy, The church will
cilleed e Nl bottles and dorate the prococeds to
the Family .ife Centar for the conl ruatian of its
['fe-cawving miniskry. This hundraiser provides an
excollent oppartunity for people of all ages o be
i-valved in supporting this lecal minlstry that
provicdes FRFE se-vices and education to our area.
YDUR CHAMNGE CAN CHANGE A LIFEI
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HELLC®2,

SUNMIIIEY

Weddnesday, June 17th Chair ehearsal 7:00 pn
Tuewday, June 23rd  Choir Rehearsal 7:33 pm
Saday, June Z8kh-Cnoir Sings "Gad Bless
Ameriza”.

of wou wolld ke to sing "Goc Gless Amer ca® with

ke chair, just corme Lo Lhe 1ehearsa 5 anc join us in
asking for- God's blessings for our courtry this vear of
tne 250th Anniversary of it's foanding!
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Vacgtion Bible School Reglsk-atlon Far St
Faul's/Crace varation Bible Schiol s now open,
WHS will be held June 22 26, from 9:30-11:30
a.m. The tiemre [ “Tropical Trek: lesus Comes
to Seeq and Have.”

WBS is for ages preschool fo stadents enter ng
7th grade this ta.|. If you have any fuastions
conlact Jiane Jack 217.565,3432 or the church
officc 217,644 2661,




Congratulations Graduates Congratulations to
cur High School graduates, Ross McCarmrck, Seth
E rcker and ylan wetherell We also want to
corgratulate ouar 81 graders Max Kull, Isabcila
Manhar: and Ste |a Petr on their promotion totgh
Schoal. Please zeep a’'l of these stLcents in your
thouchts and prayers as they navigate faraugh the
nexs chapker af their lives,

Thank you (Jur Black ®& White Fascoerace Foomal
Dimrer aad Uve Adction was 4 suocess It was 3
fun evening of fellowship 2nd fu.ncraising for cur
wonderul schocl! Thank vou to all the attendess,
bhicders, and dond-s, we coulda’t da this without all
o7 you! The 2025 Funcraisirg Committes
+—+++++++—++4 144+ -+tIFH1L+H+ -5t T

Thank you A sincere big THANK vou to sl of my St
Paul’s tamily and triencs for all af the p-ayers, cards,
food, text mes=sages, phang calls, Towers, visils,
everyting vou have sent me sinze 1 was in the Carlz
Fospikel with & heart attack, heart surgery, stroke,
Ty tims 2t Rehao and sinee returning haome. It was
a whi-dwind of a ‘2w wee«<s! Howare and 1 have felt
all of the lave ancd ca-ing ardl 1ty thankfu’ bo
God for 3 | he has done for me and mry family, A big
“HANES o Pastar Whybrew far befng *here at the
aospital and since returring home, We are blessad
with the hest Pastorl God bless al cof youl
Sincerely, Kay and Howard

Famify Life Center Tha < you to all who danziad
Lo the walk for tha She'kyy e Family Li‘s Centor,
e collacted $LLLD dollars Lo heip the center carry
aut their miss cn cF saving hahies anel parents. May
God bless you for caring.

Dollar for Missions Greelings Lo Lhe members o
2t Paul's! Continuze thanks for your sontributlons
to our “Dcller for Missions™ project through che
Central  Illinois  Cistrict of the Missousi Synod
Luthe-an Church. [r the month of March, we
cllerdes] $137.00 and in the manth of April we
collected $21.000 e wll be sending this to the ZID
missions. Thank you for your caontinued s.prars of
*2olla- far Missions™.

Lawn Sarwice lacoh Gracey wnll be tak rg care of
the lawn this summe= If ycu Fave 2 special event
at tie chure™ (wadcing, anniverzary, et} please

contact Jacob at 217.273.945% 50 ho can have the

Awn lanking gooed for the oocasion.
Power of Attorney for Health Carg Latherans “or

-ife is prowviding St. Paul’'s congregation with 2
coaple al copies afl "z'inois Power of Atkarney for
dealth Care- Christizy Vers on” and a copy o7 the
'Explanatory Sapplement” - said document. Ths
~csaurce wil be availazle on Eho bullctin board in
the =acial hall. Zf yau wish ko Use this Infarmation,
please, make & personal copy for you-sell and
retern Ehe origiral to the bu'letin boasd, sathat tls
avallabla for ohhers to use,

Congratulations: (Joubile bleEssings 10 Wil and
Katie Rincker an the birth of their twin daughbers,
Claire Dlane anc ECllie <stherine, born March 1<th;
2024, They were walcomed home by thel- big
brothers Hudsas, Phlilip, and Lane, Graadparants
are Ovis and Denna Rncker and Dar ard Ciane
Zoitdscn. God's blessings te C aire, £ lic anc ther
Tamily.



Jesus Comes 10 Seek and Save

vacztion Bihle School Reglstration
lune 22-26, 2026 9-11:30 am

#1 Child's Name: Ape: Last school grade completed:

Allergies or Medical Condition:

#2 Child's Name: Age: Last schoal grade completed:
Allergies or Medical Condltion:

#3 Child’s Name: Age: Last schaal grade completed:

Allergies or Medical Condition:

May we use your child's (children’s) picture {or video] for church purposes only?  ___yes no
Parent(s]: Addr: City:

Phone: (cell}: { work) [n case of emergency:

Check if Interested in Adult VBS class Name

feturn by Juse Ist 56 Paut’s Lotheran Church Cffice, 514 8. Wainue e, Stresbuig, il E2JAE, o e-mai pavr foim o
the church af stoaulssirosburgiEgmail.com Guestians: Conlaet Digne Jock 2175653434,



Gragiings.

T was reaontly informed through the "Adopt a Student” prograrr that yon
voruntesred to help me cn my journey througk seminary. I wanted o reach out and
personally Lhank you for your @enarcsily; it i kindees such as yours that hag mada Lais
Journey of mine to seminary pogsthle. Ithought in this intalal letter I would introduce
myget

Firs. off, helle! My naame i2 Benjamin Wagner, Tam from fathern Galifomnia (yes,
I znow It's hard to belleve there are Christians out thare ). [ was born and ratsed
Coristian, though neot Latharan. I grew up in a Guaksr chureh and sven bagan praachi-yg
there whan © was sixteen. - The stary of how Thacame a Gualier preacsher as a yoUrs age
hag a long bacgstory, 80 [Twort epars you many detaile,

I joke that I was genetically red to berome & paator: my dad has served as a
preacher, my frandfatber likevrlse has, and I have ma.:w relatlves who ars clergy in
warious denominationg Hence, the many posgitive examples of ruinistry than surpoundard
me induhitebly had & strong influence on my noticn of hasoming a pastor.

That journey to minisery started at a very young ade for e, When [ was slavei L
hegan sompating o a Bibls Lrivia conkasl called Junicr Bitla guir (JEG Jor short). Tn
total, T meamorized a conpla mimdred or sc Bible pasaages/referenses/veracs,/ faots to
nerform in she leadue that I did, However, if I ware to walke cradit for this cultivagion of
biblieal knowledge, Twoutd be iying Lo tyzel’, Tl was my parenta thet did the work for
me. Every day, they vrowld drill me on tay Blble verses, snsuring I retained huge swaths
of Berzplurs Lo help -ns compete. Daimataly, this halped lay @ solid fovndaaon Toe my
knewledge of the Bible.

Lrce | fradaated irom JBC, [ movad on bo enotaer form of competitive dinle
knewledge. Sterting my freshman yeer e high aetodl, T eompeted in an spologatics
leagua. We ware asked a questlon about the Bible or theology or to sompare Ghristiantty
wrth other religions. Ther, wa would provids & six-minukas gpeach ko ar2wear Lha guestion.
There, I cxpanded my knowladse of Tt Boriphires and different faiths o chat © might
learr to svandelize to penple of differant backgdrounds.

Mventbually, the echarch I grew up o perceived that bedll my knowledge of the
Seripturcs and my speaking abilitics were suffielent for teaching by sheir standards. 8o,

! ¥or thoes surlous abowt tha Aiffarenzes satwrsen Lutherare and fuakers, Ul expiaic brlatly
hera, Suakees ol fos esrrwsrial vigw of Lhe saocareenks, plase 3 higher emphasis on e work of
the splt, and dre higtorieally pasiiists,
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Ididan nlteruslﬁp Lnday my pastor, which lasted a aimmer, and by the end of It, [ was
giving sermong. Thus, I began preaching as my otvarch around the end of my sashomare
year in high sohool. At 509 eame time, [ got 4 position sl an apologatics radin statior,
which I still en-host oecasionally,

Hewover, I cventaaliy came to reexamnine specific pagsages {primarily corecrning
the sacraments), which led me to question ths Guaker haliefa I'd held my eatirs Afe,
After reacing passsages suck as 1 Peter 2 and 1 Cerinthians L1 with freesn syes, I reslized
thas I eculd not remaln wizsh the Quaker chureh (paslieularly sheir vievws o the
sacTaments) and tavs pastead ways wo join the T.OMS. Soon Sllowing, Ijcined the pra-
serminary program at Cencordia Universtty Irvine, got iy dsgres (0 thernlngy, and nowr
I'm here.

All thak is Lo ssy, the Lord 15 faithful. Over the coursy of my Lfe, he's guiced me
towsris Himeeld He's providad 2or me every stan of Ll*_'e way, and I arr bicsacd that you
ars a park of that, May God bless you and your coatinued ministry.

[legsings]
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