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THIS WEEK WITH THE LORD

SUN. 8:30 AM Worship Service
9:30 AM SS, Alpha, W.L.S., H.S. College+
5:30 PM Worship Service @ Grace
TUE. 9:00 AM Morning Bible Study
WED. 8:30 AM Chair Yoga
THUR. 8:30 AM Blanket making
2:30 PM Social Hall Communion
7:00 PM Adult Catechism Class at St. Paul’s
SUN. 8:30 AM Communion Service
9:30 AM SS, Alpha, W.L.S., H.S. College+
5:30 PM Worship Service @ Grace

July 12 8:30: 111 Year Ago: 113 Sunday School: 28

Welcome We extend the hand of friendship to all who have come to
worship. We rejoice in your presence and invite you to stay after the
service to become acquainted with those around you. If you are a visitor,
we invite you to worship with us again and to please fill out the visitor
connection card listing your information on both sides and depositing the
card in the box in the narthex.

Voters Meeting Change The next meeting of the church voters will be
held after the 8:30 a.m. service on August 16, not on the last Sunday of
July as published in the Newsletter.

Open House for Pastor Fortkamp Our congregation has been invited to
attend an Open House for Pastor Gary Fortkamp to celebrate the 60t
anniversary of his ordination in the ministry. The Open House will be held
starting at 1:00 p.m. on July 26, at St. John’s Lutheran Church in
Effingham. The address is 901 W Jefferson Ave, 62401. If unable to
attend, that address can be used to send him a card or letter.

WDS Registration Weekday School registration will be held before the
first class on Wednesday, August 19t at 6:00 pm. Weekday School is held
each Wednesday from 6:30-7:30 pm for all 1st through 8t" grade
students.



THE LORD’S WORK

CURRENT OFFERINGS $ TO MEET YEARLY BUDGET $ RECEIVED $ DIFFERENCE
July 12 $ 4,191.00 $ 1,723.00 $ -2,468.00
year—-to-date $116,348.00 $96,507.63 $-19,840.37
Synod-Offerings

June 12 $ 481.00 $ 800.00 $ 319.00
year-to-date $ 13,477.00 $15,892.00 $ 2,415.00
TRINITY GOAL-$10,000 Total to Date $5,185.00

Building $725 Trinity $225 LCMS World Relief $50

July 19 $ 3,523.00

7/28 9:00 AM Morning Bible Study
7/29 8:30 AM Chair Yoga
7/30 7:00 PM Adult Catechism

Thank you from Pastor Pastor Whybrew offers his thanks to everyone
for their prayers and support during his recovery from surgery. A special
thanks goes out to Scott Pieper, Heath McCormick, and Mark Luce for
conducting our church service July 5. It will be a blessing to have Pastor
back in our presence today. We have missed you, Pastor.

From Grace Strasburg the Roley’s will travel to Love Packages in Butler,
IL, sometime the first week in August. Love Packages ships donated
Bibles, Sunday school materials, and Christian literature to international
ministries. If you have anything to donate to that ministry, please, label
the articles for that mission and bring it/them to Grace Strasburg by
August 2, when the Roley’s will pick up the donated items. If you have
any questions, please, call Bob at 217-259-5752

Shoe Boxes The items we are collecting for the month of July are colored
pencils, pens, pencils and sharpeners. Thank you for your help.

Rally Sunday Installation of our Sunday School & Weekday School
teachers will be on Sunday, August 9 during the church service. Sunday
School is for all 3 year olds through adults. Children will move into their
new grade classes that day. All adults are welcome to join one of our
three adult classes! Come join us for special snacks & drinks before
Sunday School!

Thank you A BIG thank you to Mike Pfeiffer for filling in for me during my
vacation. Sue



ANNIVERSARIES

23-0tis & Donna Rincker;
Danny* Baker & Stephanie Jack

24-Darin & Colleen Storm

BIRTHDAYS
19-John Reel; Jocelyn Widdersheim
20-Johanna Batson; Ryan Oller
21-Joyce Ulmer
22-Marcia Thomas; Delreen Lenz;
Bianca* Nichols
24-Rachel Kessler

HOUSEHOLDS OF THE WEEK
Darrell & Molly Gilbert, Jacob & Brittney
Gilbert, Geo & Deb Glasscock, Joshua
Glasscock, Kathleen Gray, Doris & Augie
Supan, Margaret Swank, Chris & Karla
Tabbert, Joshua & Emily*Tabbert, Mary
Tabbert, Matthew & Morgan* Tabbert,
Shalyn & Jacob Tabbert

PRAYER
Dianna Gibson John Wittenberg
Nick Hanfland Clay Tabbert
Frances York Wayne Wirth
Nick Oller Karen Pfeiffer

LIMITED MOBILITY

Chris Storm (Lutheran Care Center
RM#31)

Beulah Ulmer (The Manor-
Shelbyville)

Robert Stremming

Imogene Lading - Villas of Holly
Brook

Rosemary Sporleder-Brookstone
Mattoon

Doris Stremming - Willowbrook,
Effingham

Margaret Swank - Willowbrook
Effingham

FRIENDS & FAMILY
(non-members)

Trevor Roy (accident, Grace
Vonderheide friend)

Ken Daily (Karen Pfeiffer’s father)
stroke

Walker Warden (cancer)

Christie Dust ( Howard & Kay'’s
daughter) (Primary Progressive
Multiple Sclerosis)

2025-26 Vicar assignment to St.
Paul Lutheran Church, Eldora, Iowa
Hunter Kinnison (Wife Naomi)
6600 N Clinton St.

Ft. Wayne, IN 46825

Benjamin Wagner
801 Seminary Place
St. Louis, MO 63105




8" Sunday after Pentecost — Setting Four

The God of Abraham Praise

1

The God of Abr'ham praise, Who reigns enthroned above;
Ancient of everlasting days And God of love.

Jehovah, great | AM! By earth and heav'n confessed;

| bow and bless the sacred name Forever blest.

The God of Abr'ham praise, At whose supreme command
From earth | rise and seek the joys At His right hand.

| all on earth forsake, Its wisdom, fame, and pow'r,

And Him my only portion make, My shield and tow'r.

The God of Abr'ham praise, Whose all-sufficient grace
Shall guide me all my pilgrim days In all my ways.

He deigns to call me friend; He calls Himself my God.
And He shall save me to the end Through Jesus’ blood.

He by Himself has sworn; | on His oath depend.

| shall, on eagle wings upborne, To heav'n ascend.
| shall behold His face; | shall His pow'r adore
And sing the wonders of His grace Forevermore.

Though nature's strength decay, And earth and hell withstand,
To Canaan’s bounds | urge my way At His command.

The wat'ry deep | pass, With Jesus in my view,

And through the howling wilderness My way pursue.

The goodly land | see, With peace and plenty blest:
A land of sacred liberty And endless rest.

There milk and honey flow, And oil and wine abound,
And trees of life forever grow With mercy crowned.

LSB 798



D9

There dwells the Lord our king, The Lord our righteousness,
Triumphant o’er the world and sin, The Prince of Peace.

On Zion's sacred height His kihgdom He maintains

And glorious with His saints in light Forever reigns.

The God who reigns on high The great archangels sing,
And “Holy, holy, holy!” cry, “Almighty King!

Who was and is the same And evermore shall be:
Jehovah, Father, great | AM! We worship Thee!”

The whole triumphant host Give thanks to God on high.
“Hail, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!” They ever cry.

Hail, Abr'ham’s God and mine! | join the heav'nly lays:
All might and majesty are Thine And endless praise!

Text: Thomas Olivers, 1725-99, alt. Text: Public domain

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

Since we are gathered to hear God's Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and
receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let
us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we
have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our
sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of
God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God,
be merciful to me, a sinner.



C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to
everlasting life. Amen.

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, |
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of
the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.
Introit Psalm 86:11-15; antiphon: v. 6
Kyrie LSB 204

C Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy.

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 204
C 1 To God on high be glory And peace to all the earth;

Goodwill from God in heaven Proclaimed at Jesus’ birth!

We praise and bless You, Father; Your holy name, we sing—

Our thanks for Your great glory, Lord God, our heav’'nly King.

2 To You, O sole-begotten, The Father’'s Son, we pray;
O Lamb of God, our Savior, You take our sins away.
Have mercy on us, Jesus; Receive our heartfelt cry,
Where You in pow'r are seated At God'’s right hand on high—

3 For You alone are holy; You only are the Lord.
Forever and forever, Be worshiped and adored;
You with the Holy Spirit Alone are Lord Most High,
In God the Father’s glory. “Amen!” our glad reply.

Text: Stephen P. Starke

Salutation and Collect of the Day
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.



P Letus pray.
O God, so rule and govern our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that, ever
mindful of Your final judgment, we may be stirred up to holiness of living here and
dwell with You in perfect joy hereafter; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 44:6-8
P  This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Epistle Romans 8:18-27
P  Thisis the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Alleluia and Verse

C Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. These things are written that you may believe that
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Holy Gospel Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.

The Gospel is Read
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.

Apostles’ Creed

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from
the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father
Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

4



| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting.
Amen.

Children’s Message

In Holy Conversation LSB 772

1

In holy conversation We speak to God in prayer,

And at His invitation Our deepest thoughts we share.
We come, His will obeying, As children bringing needs;
And to support our praying, His Spirit intercedes.

These holy conversations Begin in childlike ways;

We bring our supplications And words of thanks and praise.
With care our Father listens To ev'ry thought expressed,
Then answers our petitions In ways He knows are best.

As holy conversation, In silence or by word,

In ev'ry situation Through Jesus, we are heard.

So let us pray securely, Expressing hopes and fears
With confidence that surely Our Father ever hears.

Text: Gregory J. Wismar, 1946 Text: © 2004 Gregory J. Wismar. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001500

Sermon Romans 8:18-27 “The Spirit Intercedes for Us”

Prayer of the Church

)
c

In peace, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For faithful stewardship of all creation, that we may care for it until the Lord sets it
free from its bondage to decay and gives it to us anew in His kingdom, let us pray to
the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the Church, that she may remain good soil that brings forth an abundant
harvest, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.



For pastors, that they may sow Your Word faithfully in the fields entrusted to them,
let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For the delegates who are assembled in convention this week, that God would give
them wisdom to work for the welfare of our Synod; that He would guard the lips of
those who speak and the ears of those who hear; that He would give us courage to
do with integrity what we promise; and that, according to His will, He would bless
and prosper the plans and actions undertaken in His name, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For all Christian homes, that they may be places where faith is nurtured and where
we may learn to live our new lives in holiness and righteousness, let us pray to the
Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the sick, aged, infirm, mourning or dying, [especially ] that they
would be given healing in accord with God's will and grace to sustain them in their
need, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For certainty that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with
the glory that is to be revealed to us, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

To Him we give all glory, honor and worship, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

C

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.



Benedicamus LSB 212
P Let us bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Benediction

P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.

C Amen.

On What Has Now Been Sown LSB 921
1 On what has now been sown Thy blessing, Lord, bestow;

The pow'r is Thine alone To make it sprout and grow.

Do Thou in grace the harvest raise, And Thou alone shalt have the praise!

2 To Thee our wants are known, From Thee are all our pow'rs;
Accept what is Thine own And pardon what is ours.
Our praises, Lord, and prayers receive, And to Thy Word a blessing give.

3 O grant that each of us, Now met before Thee here,
May meet together thus When Thou and Thine appear
And follow Thee to heav'n, our home. E'en so, amen, Lord Jesus, come!

Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt. Text: Public domain

Next Week's Readings — Deuteronomy 7:6-9, Romans 8:28-39, Matthew 13:44-52

This Week’'s Memory Verse — Romans 8:27 “"And he who searches hearts knows what
is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will
of God.”
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